
RULE 

Department of Health 

Board of Medical Examiners 

Physician Practice; Marijuana for Therapeutic Use by 

Patients Suffering From a Debilitating Medical 

Condition (LAC 46:XLV.Chapter 77) 

In accordance with the Louisiana Administrative 

Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., and pursuant to the 

authority vested in the Louisiana State Board of Medical 

Examiners (board) by the Louisiana Medical Practice 

Act, R.S. 37:1270, and Louisiana law governing medical 

marijuana, R.S. 40:1046, the Board has amended its 

Rules governing physicians who diagnose their patients 

with a debilitating medical condition for which 

marijuana may be recommended, LAC 46:XLV Chapter 

77. The amendments are needed to conform the 

board’s rules to Act 284 of the 2019 Regular Session of 

the Louisiana Legislature. This Rule is hereby adopted 

on the day of promulgation.  

Title 46 

PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS 

Part XLV.  Medical Professions 

Subpart 3.  Practice 

Chapter 77. Marijuana for Therapeutic Use by 

Patients Suffering from a Debilitating 

Condition 

Subchapter A. General Provisions 

§7701. Preamble, Warning, and Suggested 
Consultation 

A. PreambleState Law. Pursuant to Act 261, R.S. 

40:1046, of the 2015 Session of the Louisiana 

Legislature, as amended and supplemented by Act 96 

of the 2016 Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the 

Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners was 

directed to:  

1. ... 

2. Repealed. 

B. - C. … 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance 

with R.S. 37:1261-1292 and R.S. 40:1046. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 41:2631 (December 

2015), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Medical 

Examiners, LR 43:318 (February 2017), LR 46:342 (March 2020). 

§7705. Definitions 

A. As used in this Chapter, the following terms and 

phrases shall have the meanings specified.  

* * * 

Marijuana―tetrahydrocannabinols, or a chemical 

derivative of tetrahydrocannabinols in any form, except 

for inhalation, raw or crude marijuana, as permitted by 

the rules and regulations of the Louisiana Board of 

Pharmacy (LBP). For purposes of this definition 

inhalation shall not exclude a form of medical 

marijuana administered by metered-dose inhaler to the 

extent permitted by LBP rules. 

* * * 

Step Therapy or Fail First Protocols―repealed. 

* * * 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

37:1261-1292, 1270, and 40:1046. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 41:2632 (December 

2015), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Medical 

Examiners, LR 43:319 (February 2017), LR 46:342 (March 2020). 

Subchapter B. Prohibitions and Exceptions  

§7709. Exceptions 

A. This Chapter is subject to the following 

exceptions. 

1. … 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

37:1261-1292, 1270, and 40:1046. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 41:2632 (December 

2015), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Medical 

Examiners, LR 43:319 (February 2017), LR 46:342 (March 2020). 

Subchapter C. Registration 

§7711. Registration, Physician Eligibility 

A. To be eligible for registration under this Chapter 

a physician shall, as of the date of the application: 

1. - 2. … 

3. repealed. 

A.4. - D. … 



AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

37:1261-1292, 1270, and 40:1046. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 41:2633 (December 

2015), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Medical 

Examiners LR 43:319 (February 2017), LR 46:342 (March 2020). 

 

Vincent A. Culotta, Jr., M.D., 

Executive Director 

 


